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1 PUBLIC COMMENT BY TOM CASPERSON 

2 Good evening. I'm Tom Casperson. I'm the S t a t e 

3 Senator f o r the 38th Senate D i s t r i c t , which i s 13 of the 15 

4 U.P. Cou n t i e s . I'm here t o n i g h t t o support t h i s p r o j e c t and 

5 ask f o r your support. I'm a s k i n g t h a t you f o l l o w the 

6 support or what you're h e a r i n g from the people. I j u s t want 

7 t o share w i t h you -- some of you may know i t a l r e a d y , but 

8 some might not. There are l e t t e r s t h a t I know were g i v e n t o 

9 the EPA from the Senate M a j o r i t y Leader's o f f i c e . I t was 

10 s i g n e d by a super m a j o r i t y of senators from the S t a t e of 

11 M i c h i g a n . There was a l s o a l e t t e r s i g n e d by the Speaker of 

12 the House, which was signed by a super m a j o r i t y of the House 

13 members from the S t a t e of Michigan. You've j u s t heard from 

14 the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and I t h i n k t h e r e ' s p l e n t y of other 

15 l e t t e r s from our l o c a l o f f i c i a l s , from the S t a t e on down, 

16 a l l i n support of t h i s p r o j e c t , so c l e a r l y we have the 

1 1 support of the people t o move forward on t h i s t h i n g . And 

18 so — 

1 9 MS. HYDE: Excuse me. People, I ask t h a t we have 

2 0 a r e s p e c t f u l meeting, and we need t o a c t u a l l y a l l o w f o l k s t o 

21 make t h e i r comments, otherwise not everyone w i l l be able t o 

2 2 speak t o n i g h t . So p l e a s e r e s p e c t a l l of the speakers. 

2 3 MR. CASPERSON: Thank you. Because the e l e c t e d 

2 4 o f f i c i a l s do have t o answer t o the people, and i t ' s coming 

2 5 up i n November. And at the end of the day, I've been 
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1 t r a v e l i n g the Upper P e n i n s u l a and t a l k i n g t o many groups, 

2 not as b i g as t h i s one, but a l o t of groups, and t h e r e has 

3 been enormous support f o r t h i s p r o j e c t . We want t o see t h i s 

4 move forwar d . I would ask a l s o f o r a b a l a n c e , and I d i d n ' t 

5 see i t t o n i g h t , so I'm a s k i n g f o r i t now. And the bal a n c e 

6 i s the a l t e r n a t i v e r o u t e s t h a t you mentioned, you l o o k e d a t 

7 the d i f f e r e n c e i n the wetlands and the equa t i o n s t h a t came 

8 out. And i t moved f a s t enough and I c o u l d n ' t get the 

9 numbers q u i c k enough, but I'm sure i t c o u l d be f i g u r e d out. 

1 0 We put a p r i c e on wetlands because the o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e 

1 1 r o u t e s were more expensive t o b u i l d , versus the o t h e r one 

1 2 f o r the s a v i n g s o f , I t h i n k , seven t o e i g h t a c r e s of 

1 3 wetlands b e f o r e the f i r s t and the second one. So i f you 

1 4 t a k e the d i f f e r e n c e , t h a t w i l l g i v e you a p r i c e of what 

1 5 we're s a y i n g wetlands i s worth, an acre o f wetl a n d s , so you 

1 6 have t h a t . I would l i k e t o see us a l s o b a l a n c e out the a i r 

1 7 q u a l i t y t h a t was mentioned w i t h the t r u c k s t r a v e l i n g back 

1 8 and f o r t h . Whenever we're d e a l i n g w i t h , say, a power p l a n t , 

1 9 a i r q u a l i t y becomes the most i m p o r t a n t t h i n g on the p l a n e t . 

20 That's f i n e . Then l e t ' s add t h a t i n t o t h i s e q u a t i o n and 

21 l e t ' s t a k e a l o o k a t how much the a i r q u a l i t y i s goi n g t o be 

22 a f f e c t e d by t h i s , j u s t t o s i m p l y get a b a l a n c e . And I don't 

2 3 t e l l you t h a t i t ' s g o i n g t o be an e q u a l — equal wash, but I 

24 t h i n k you need t o have the b a l a n c e . You need t o share t h a t 

25 i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h the p u b l i c so t h a t they can make an 
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1 informed d e c i s i o n . We d i d n ' t see t h a t . I t h i n k the c o s t --

2 a i r q u a l i t y i s i m p o r t a n t , and we heard a gentleman t a l k 

3 about the s a f e t y going around through Marquette. There's a 

4 c o s t t o t h a t , t o o . And I t h i n k a l l those t h i n g s need t o be 

5 weighed i n . And one t h i n g I want t o l e a v e you w i t h i s 

6 M i c h i g a n i s unique. I t h i n k t h e r e ' s o n l y two s t a t e s t h a t 

7 have t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p , and t h a t ' s where the DEQ take s the 

8 l e a d i n M i c h i g a n . So i f the DEQ u l t i m a t e l y p e r m i t s t h i s 

9 p r o j e c t , I would hope t h a t the EPA would s t a y w i t h t h a t and 

1° support t h a t d e c i s i o n , as they have f o r many o t h e r i s s u e s 

11 t h a t the DEQ has come down w i t h throughout the S t a t e of 

12 M i c h i g a n f o r many y e a r s . So p l e a s e take a l l those t h i n g s 

13 i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . P l e a s e approve t h i s p r o j e c t . We need 

14 the j o b s . Thank you. 

15 MS. POPE: Matt Huuki, J i m I w a n i c k i , Deb P e l l o w 

16 and Dave H a l l . 

17 

1 8 PUBLIC COMMENT BY MATT HUUKI 

19 I'd j u s t l i k e t o say thank you f o r hav i n g the meeting 

20 here. A l o t of the concerns have a l r e a d y been addressed by 

21 the p r i o r speakers. I come here from the 110th D i s t r i c t , 

22 Matt Huuki, and so w i t h t h a t , I want t o g i v e the support 

23 from the 110th D i s t r i c t , and I a p p r e c i a t e you p u t t i n g t h a t 

24 i n t o the permanent r e c o r d . Thank you. 

25 
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